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dition of the Israelites at the latter end) to gather the straw and stubble over all the fields to burn the bricks withal." But he knew that except he did it nothing would be clone, and he now made a kind of vow that no month should pass without showing one or more portions of this Natural History completed and published.
A more virtuous resolution was probably never registered, nor with a sincerer desire, followed by a more vigorous effort, to fulfill it. Nor perhaps was so virtuous a resolution ever so much to be regretted. For the labor which he bestowed upon these histories, while it absorbed month after month of a literary power and activity which were never in finer order, appears to have had no effect whatever in advancing the work. It was not possible that any such collections could be made by his own labor complete enough to serve the purpose for which he designed them. They did not even serve the purpose of inciting anybody else to take up the task in the same spirit with the same intention. They retain a high literary value (for the workmanship is excellent throughout, and "the general reflections and addresses to the reader are full of weighty thought and passionate eloquence) ; a considerable historical value, as a record of the condition in which the knowledge of nature then was; and a very great biographical value, as proving that his faith in the principles of his philosophy remained unshaken and his ardor unabated, and that he was pursuing it to the end in the spirit of a man to whose care the secret of the fortunes of humanity had been entrusted: R/'.s enim humani generis agitur: non nostra. But I sap-pose that if they had all perished together and never been heard of, the progress of mankind in the interpretation of nature would have been unaffected by the accident. And when I consider what might have been the fruits of the same time and industry spent on subjects of history, morals, politics, and law, I cannot but feel that the res brick; and more than that (according to the hard con-                                              *-'
